Summary

This sermon explores John's vision of Christ in Revelation 1:9-20, emphasizing that John writes from
exile on Patmos - from the margins rather than from a position of power. The pastor highlights how John
introduces himself as 'your brother' who shares in persecution, kingdom life, and endurance, rather than
asserting authority. The vision reveals Jesus not as a comfortable, domesticated figure, but as the risen
Christ with blazing eyes, bronze feet, and a two-edged sword coming from his mouth - representing the
power of God's Word. The sermon challenges believers to understand that the church's most powerful
witness comes from outside seats of worldly power, and that Christians are called to fight spiritual battles
with the Word of God rather than the weapons of empire - violence, political leverage, or coercion. The
pastor emphasizes that while Jesus may not be 'safe' or comfortable, He is always good, and believers

must live as kingdom people even when facing suffering and persecution.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we gather today as Your people, connected by the amazing gift of Christ Jesus our Lord
and Savior. In a world that often pulls us apart, help us to find our unity in You. As we open Your Word
together, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want us to learn and receive
today. Help us to be vulnerable and honest with one another, and give us courage to face the truths You
want to reveal to us. We pray that Your Spirit would guide our discussion and draw us closer to You and to

each other. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What's one small change you made in your life when you became responsible for someone else (whether

a child, pet, elderly parent, or even a younger sibling)?

Key Verses

e Revelation 1:9-20
e Revelation 12:11
e Hebrews 4:12



Questions

¢ John writes from exile on Patmos, yet receives this powerful vision of Christ. How have you
experienced God's presence or voice during difficult or isolated times in your life?

¢ John introduces himself as 'your brother' rather than asserting his authority, even though God spoke
directly to him. How can we share truth with others in a humble, brotherly way rather than from a
position of superiority?

e The pastor mentions we often prefer a 'cozy, comfortable Jesus' over the Jesus who challenges us.
What aspects of following Jesus do you find most challenging or uncomfortable?

e The vision describes Jesus with a two-edged sword coming from His mouth, representing the power
of God's Word. How have you experienced the Word of God as both comforting and convicting in
your life?

e The sermon states that 'the church's most powerful witness has always come from outside the seat
of power.' What do you think this means for how Christians should engage with politics and social
issues?

¢ John describes three aspects of Christian life: suffering, kingdom living, and endurance. How do
you see these playing out simultaneously in your own faith journey?

¢ The pastor warns against using 'the weapons of empire’ (violence, political leverage, coercion)
instead of God's Word. When are you most tempted to rely on worldly methods rather than trusting
God's ways?

e How do we balance living as 'kingdom people' now while acknowledging that we sometimes face

situations where there are no perfect, black-and-white answers?

Life Application

This week, identify one area where you've been relying on worldly methods (control, manipulation,
political solutions, or force) to solve a problem or protect something you care about. Instead of using
these 'weapons of empire,' commit to approaching this situation through prayer, God's Word, and Christ-

like living. Practice responding with the fruit of the Spirit rather than fear-based reactions.

Key Takeaways

e God often speaks most clearly to us when we're in the margins or exile, not when we're in positions

of worldly power



¢ Jesus is not a comfortable, domesticated Savior but the sovereign Lord with blazing glory - He's not
safe, but He is good

e The only weapon God gives His church is His Word - we must resist the temptation to use the
world's methods of violence, coercion, or political leverage

¢ Christian life involves simultaneous suffering, kingdom living, and endurance - not sequential steps
but ongoing realities

e The church defeats evil through the blood of Jesus and the testimony of believers living Christ-like

lives, not through worldly power

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, You are the one who holds the keys to death and Hades, and yet You reach down to lift us up
when we fall before Your glory. Help us to remember that while You may not be safe or comfortable, You
are always good. Give us courage to live as kingdom people in this world, relying on Your Word rather
than the weapons of empire. When we face difficult situations with no clear answers, help us to lament
what we must do while still striving to live according to Your ways. Prepare our hearts for the marriage
supper of the Lamb, and help us to be faithful witnesses until that day comes. In Your powerful name we

pray, Amen.



